Upcoming Airport Advisory Board Meetings

¢ Monday, Nov. 14 at 7 p.m.
¢ Monday, Dec. 12 at 7 p.m.

¢ Monday, Jan. 9 at 7 p.m.

Agenda packets are available the
Friday before each meeting.

Gardner

Michael Kramer
named interim public
works director

Michael Kramer has become the
new interim Public Works Director,
which includes the Airport
Manager role. This change in
leadership follows the departure of
Brian Faust, who moved to the City
of Topeka earlier this month.
Michael has acted as the city’s
Utility Manager, overseeing the
water, wastewater and electric
divisions. Prior to working for
Gardner, he worked for the City of
Hutchinson as Engineering
Director. In that role, he worked
closely with the Hutchinson Airport
Manager on several projects.

Oct./Nov./Dec. 2016

Subleasing to continue

Council approves continuation of hangar subleasing

At the October 17 City Council meeting,
Council approved a proposal by the
Airport Advisory Board to continue the
subleasing of hangars at Gardner
Municipal Airport. Subleasing will be
allowed to continue under the following
conditions:
e Current subleases will be allowed to
continue through December 2018.
All future subleasing will be for a
maximum of two years per
leaseholder.
The Airport Manager will use the
waiting list to find someone to
sublease. If no one on the waiting
list wishes to sublease the hangar,

Upgrades

Gardner Municipal Airport’s new flight school, Eagle
Flight Aviation, is open for business. Joel Beyer, who
runs the school, has his sights set on securing an
airplane and finishing up the building’s interior.
Beyer hopes the ground school renovations will be
done soon. Stay tuned for more updates.

www.gardnerkansas.gov
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the leaseholder may submit a name
for consideration.

Subleases will have a separate
approved lease and will pay the city
directly.

With the shortage of hangars in the area
and the long timeframe to get from the
waiting list to an actual hangar, those
that have hangars (and have been
paying rent) will be able to keep the
hangar while they search for a
replacement aircraft. Subleasing the
hangar will allow someone to put their
aircraft under cover while paying the
city.
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Aviation has been a part of Brent Bitikofer’s
life as long as he can remember. With his
father working as an AMP mechanic and
pilot at Kansas City Suburban Airport, he
spent a lot of time around airplanes as a
young boy, and this eventually led him
down the same road. At age 18, he began
running a mechanical business at Gardner
Municipal Airport (GMA).

“This is a wonderful airport, especially
because of its variety

of aircraft and

community feel. It's a

cool airport to be at —

it’s unique,” Brent said.

Brent mainly does
mechanical work, from
fabric work and
structural repair to
annual inspections and
other projects. What he always keeps in
mind when doing maintenance is the fact
that owners are trusting him with their
airplanes, and the personal bond means
special care and attention is required.

“Airplanes have personality, and as a result
of that, everybody’s attached to their

airplanes,” Brent said.

Brent

He said his main goal as a service provider is
making sure everyone gets quality customer
service. By guiding and helping airport users
as much as possible, Brent hopes GMA can
be a comfortable and fun place to be.

Still, he acknowledges the challenges
associated with working in aviation,
especially when it comes to keeping things
both affordable and safe for plane owners.

“It is a balancing act —
being able to live
economically and yet

*= make it so other people
can afford to fly,” Brent
said.

Brent hopes his legacy
is helping pilots as
much as possible. In
addition to spreading
his joy of flying and taking good care of
airplanes, he also hopes to be an asset to
the community and let people know they
are welcome.

Bitikof

“For anyone that uses the airport, | want
them to know this is their airport. | want
the people here to enjoy their airport
experience,” Brent said.
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