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How Much Energy are Your Incandescent Light Bulbs Costing YOU? 

 

On display in City Hall (shown in picture to the right) is a meter that displays the   

energy used by incandescent, LED and CFL light bulbs. Each meter started at zero 

and is turned on during business hours every day. Stop by City Hall during the Take 

Charge Challenge to see how the light bulbs compare and to pick up your three 

FREE CFL light bulbs from the Utility Billing counter! 

 

Ever Considered an Energy Audit of Your Home or Business? 

 

To help Gardner win the Take Charge Challenge, residents are encouraged to participate in the Efficiency Kansas program, 

which offers Kansas residents the opportunity for energy audits at a discounted rate. For only $100 you can receive a      

complete audit with action steps prioritizing the biggest savings for your hard earned dollars AND be entered to win one of 
ten $1,000 rebates for energy efficient appliances! 
 

Efficiency Kansas offers loan programs to complete the work at a low interest rate as well, for those with big projects that can 

be discovered during the audit process. By taking advantage of this program, you could be eligible for a $500 rebate if you 

spent $1,000 on the improvements recommended in the audit process. 

 

To register for an audit with a company that operates in Gardner and surrounding areas, contact American Energy Auditors 

(AEA) at 913-543-3572 or www.aeauditors.com. For a full list of participating auditors, please visit www.efficiencykansas.org. 

 

Keep up with all the latest Take Charge Challenge information at www.gardnerkansas.gov/gardner_green. 

Greenie with the energy meter display! 

FREE Fan for Those in Need 

 

Thanks to the good will of the CenturyLink Gardner Data Center employees, the City of Gardner 

has fans to give to those in need for the hot days ahead. Barb Frans, Data Center Supervisor, 

called Mayor Drovetta to ask if they could donate $2,000 for that purpose. "When we install        

upgrades, we recycle the old materials rather then send them to a landfill. Since they have value, 

we're able to sell them and the give funds to the communities we serve," says Frans. "We thought 

fans for those in need would be a good way to help Gardner." 

  

Fans will be available starting June 1st at City Hall for any utility customer over 60 years of age, or 

any customer listed with a medical frailty. Fans will be distributed on a first come, first serve basis. 

  

Thank you Barb Frans and the CenturyLink Data Center Team! 
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Ten Facts About Gardner Energy 

 

1. Has been serving the Gardner community for almost a century 

2. Rates are very competitive with other electric providers in the area 

3. Prides itself on great customer service, for example: 

The average overall response time is less than 30 minutes 

The average workday response time is less than 10 minutes 

4. The staff values its customers and believes in personal interaction 

5. Strive to forecast and purchase future energy needs, enabling them to provide the most economical power to our 

customers, for example: 

Has 4 long-term wholesale power agreements, including Grand River Dam Authority and Omaha Public 

Power District 

Agreements vary in duration from 2 to 15 years 

6. Have a proactive approach to maintenance and tree trimming that provides for ongoing service reliability 

7. Supports the community through our involvement in the Festival on the Trails and other annual events 

8. Supports the green energy initiative, for example: 

Renewable energy is part of Gardner Energy’s Wholesale Power Portfolio 

Has developed and implemented renewable energy standards 

9. Is a participant in the Kansas Mutual Aid Program for Utilities 

10. Can be contacted to report a service interruption or other problem by calling 856-6802 twenty-four hours a day 

Lawn Watering Tips 

 

Lawn grass and plants in general like infrequent deep watering rather than frequent shallow    

watering. As a rule, if you water shallow, you'll have shallow roots and if you water deep, you'll 

have deeper roots. Whenever you water your yard, apply enough to moisten as much of the root 

zone as possible. Use a probe or shovel to determine what the average rooting depth is in your 

yard and then water as long as needed so the soil is moistened to that depth. Grass lawns like a 

deep watering and then time to dry out somewhat between watering.  

 

As a rule, and depending on your soil type, weather, and grass type, your total water from rain and irrigation per week 

during the growing season should be 0.75 - 1.5 inches.  

 

How often you have to water to get this amount of saturation depends on a few things. On sandy soils you should split 

your water cycle into more than one cycle. If you apply the entire amount, the water will flow right by the roots and little 

will be used. The most efficient time of day to water is late evening and early morning. It generally is less windy, 

cooler, and more humid at this time. You'll have less evaporation and more efficient use of water. Also, water pressure 

is  generally better because fewer people are using water at this time so you'll get better coverage.  

Call Before You Dig 

 

A recent streetlight outage in a Johnson County neighborhood should serve as a reminder to         

residents planning spring and summer projects to consider what lies beneath. Residents        

installing a new section of fence seemingly damaged an underground line feeding the streetlight, 

resulting in the neighborhood being without the light for several weeks. 

 

An even greater concern is the safety of a resident or contractor when digging into buried power lines. As you begin 

planning new fences, basketball goals or other projects, be sure to consider the location of underground utilities. To 

find out where those utilities are located, contact Kansas One-Call by dialing 811 or visiting www.kansasonecall.com.  



This report is a snapshot of the quality of the water that we provided last year. Included are the details about 
where your water comes from, what it contains, and how it compares to Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) and state standards. The City is committed to providing you with information because informed          
customers are our best allies. It is important that customers be aware of the efforts that are made to continually 
to improve their water systems. To learn more about your drinking water, please attend any of the regularly 
scheduled Council Meetings which are held the 1st and 3rd Mondays of each month. For more information 
contact, Jim Melvin at 913-856-0917 or visit www.gardnerkansas.gov. 
 

Your water comes from surface water. 
 

Your water is treated to remove several contaminants and a disinfectant is added to protect you against      
microbial contaminants. The Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) required states to develop a Source Water    
Assessment (SWA) for each public water supply that treats and distributes raw source water in order to identify 
potential contamination sources. The State of Kansas has completed an assessment of our source water. For 
results of the assessment, please contact us or view on-line at: http://www.kdheks.gov/nps/swap/
SWreports.html 
 

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminates in drinking water than the general population.           
Immuno-compromised persons such as those with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have     
undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and  
infants can be particularly at risk from infections. These   people should seek advice about drinking water from 
their health care providers. EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by 
Cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking  Water Hotline (800-
426-4791). 
 

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some                
contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk. 
More information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the EPA’s Safe 
Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791). 
 

The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds,         
reservoirs, springs, and wells. As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves 
naturally occurring minerals and, in some cases, radioactive material, and can pick up substances resulting 
from the presence of animals or from human   activity. 
 

Contaminants that may be present in sources of water before we treat it include: 
Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which may come from sewage treatment plants, septic 
systems, agricultural livestock operations and wildlife 
Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be naturally-occurring or result from urban storm 
water runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining or farming. 
Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as storm water run-off, agriculture, 
and residential users. 
Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally occurring or the result of mining activity 
Organic contaminates, including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products of industrial 
processes and petroleum production, and also come from gas stations, urban storm-water runoff, and septic 
systems. 
 

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA prescribes regulation which limits the amount of certain 
contaminants in water provided by public water systems. We treat our water according to EPA’s regulations. 
Food and Drug Administration regulations establish limits for contaminates in bottled water, which must       
provide the same protection for public health. 
 

Our water system tested a minimum of 20 samples per month in accordance with the Total Coliform Rule for 
microbiological contaminants. Coliform bacteria are usually harmless, but their presence in water can be an 
indication of disease-causing bacteria. When coliform bacteria are found, special follow-up tests are done to 
determine if harmful bacteria are present in the water supply. If this limit is exceeded, the water supplier must 
notify the public. 

CITY OF GARDNER 
Consumer Confidence Report – 2011 
Covering Calendar Year – 2010 



Water Quality Data 
The following tables list all of the drinking water contaminants which were detected during the 2010 calendar year.  The      
presence of these contaminants does not necessarily indicate the water poses a health risk.  Unless noted, the data presented 
in this table is from the testing done January 1- December 31, 2010.  The State of Kansas requires the City to monitor for     
certain contaminants less than once per year because the concentrations of these contaminants are not expected to vary    
significantly from year to year.  Some of the data, though representative of the water quality, is more than one year old.  
The bottom line is that the water that is provided to you is safe. 
 
Terms & Abbreviations 
Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG): the “Goal” is the level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no 
known or expected risk to human health.  MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.    
Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL: the “Maximum Allowed” MCL is the highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in    
drinking water.  MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available treatment technology..    
Secondary Maximum Containment Level (SMCL):  recommended level for a contaminant that is not regulated and has no MCL. 
Action Level (AL): the concentration of a contaminant that, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements. 
Treatment Technique (TT):  A required process intended to reduce levels of a contaminant in drinking water.  
Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level (MRDL):  Highest level of disinfectant allowed in drinking water. There is convincing  
evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for control of microbial contaminants. 
Non-Detects (ND): lab analysis indicates that the contaminant is not present. 
Parts per Million (ppm) or milligrams per liter (mg/l)          
Parts per Billion (ppb) or micrograms per liter (µg/l) 
Picocuries per Liter (pCi/L): a measure of the radioactivity in water.  
Millirems per Year (mrem/yr):  measure of radiation absorbed by the body. 
Million Fibers per liter (MFL):  measure of presence of asbestos fibers that are longer than 10 micrometers. 
Nephelometric Turbidity Unit (NTU): A measure of the clarity of water. Turbidity of 5 NTU is just noticeable to the average     
person.  Turbidity is not regulated for groundwater systems. 
 

Disinfection Byproducts 
Monitoring 

Period 

Highest 

RAA 
Range Unit MCL MCLG Typical Source 

TOTAL HALOACETIC ACIDS 

(HAA5) 
2010 23 14-33 ppb 60 0 By-product of drinking water disinfection 

TOTAL TRIHALOMETHANES 

(TTHM) 
2010 35 25-46 ppb 80 0 By-product of drinking water chlorination 

Regulated Contaminants 
Collection 

Date 

Highest 

Value 
Range Unit MCL MCLG Typical Source 

ATRAZINE 6/15/2010 0.36 0.36 ppb 3 3 Runoff from herbicide used on row crops 

BARIUM 2/15/2010 0.056 0.056 ppm 2 2 Discharge from metal refineries 

CHROMIUM 2/15/2010 1.9 1.9 ppb 100 100 Discharge from Steel and pulp mills 

FLUORIDE 1/20/2010 1.5 1.2-1.5 ppm 4 4 
Erosion of natural deposits; water additive 

which promotes strong teeth 

NITRATE 2/15/2010 0.16 0.15-0.16 ppm 10 10 Runoff from fertilizer use 

TURBIDITY 2/15/2010 0.32 0.32 NTU 1   Soil runoff 

Lead and Copper 
Monitoring 

Period 

90th 

Percentile 

95th 

Percentile 
Range Unit AL 

Sites 

Over AL Typical Source 

 COPPER 2005-2007  0.3  NA 0.0031 – 0.091   ppm  1.3 0  Corrosion of household plumbing 

LEAD 2005-2007 17 NA 1 -11 ppb 15 
0 

 Corrosion of household plumbing 

Biological Result MCL MCLG Typical Source 

No Detected Results were Found in the Calendar Year of 2010 



 
 
 
 
 
 

If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young children. Lead 
in drinking water is primarily from materials and components associated with service lines and home plumbing. Your water  
system is responsible for providing high quality drinking water, but cannot control the variety of materials used in plumbing 
components.  When your water has been sitting for several hours, you can minimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing 
your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water for drinking or cooking. If you are concerned about lead in your water, 
you may wish to have your water tested.  Information on lead  in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can take to 
minimize exposure is available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline or at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead. 
 

Testing Results for the CITY OF GARDNER 

 

During the 2010  calendar year, the City of Gardner had no violation(s) of drinking water regulations. 
 
Total organic carbon (TOC) has no health effects.  However, total organic carbon provides a medium for the formation of     
disinfection byproducts. These byproducts include trihalomethanes (THMs) and haloacetic acids (HAAs). Drinking water      
containing these byproducts in excess of the MCL may lead to adverse health effects, liver or kidney problems, or nervous  
system effects, and may lead to an increased risk of getting cancer.  
 
Infants and children who drink water containing lead in excess of the action level could experience delays in their physical or 
mental development. Children could show slight defects in attention span and learning abilities. Adults who drink this water 
over many years could develop kidney problems or high blood pressure. 

Secondary Contaminants Collection Date Highest Value Range Unit SMCL 

ALKALINITY, TOTAL 2/11/2009 130 130 MG/L 300 

ALUMINUM 2/11/2009 0.01 0.01 Mg/l 0.05 

CALCIUM 2/11/2009 46 46 MG/L 200 

CHLORIDE 2/11/2009 22 22 MG/L 250 

CONDUCTIVITY @ 25 C UMHOS/CM 2/11/2009 380 380 UMHO/CM 1500 

CORROSIVITY 2/11/2009 0.098 0.098 LANG 0 

HARDNESS, TOTAL (AS CACO3) 2/11/2009 140 140 MG/L 400 

MAGNESIUM 2/11/2009 5.7 5.7 MG/L 150 

NICKEL 2/11/2009 0.0017 0.0017 MG/L 0.1 

pH 2/11/2009 7.9 7.9 pH 8.5 

POTASSIUM 2/11/2009 4.1 4.1 MG/L 100 

SILICA 2/11/2009 1.6 1.6 MG/L 50 

SODIUM 2/11/2009 21 21 MG/L 100 

SULFATE 2/11/2009 18 18 MG/L 250 

TDS 2/11/2009 200 200 MG/L 500 



PUBLIC NOTICE: 

We are required to monitor your drinking water for specific contaminants on a regular basis. Re-

sults of regular monitoring are an indicator of whether or not your drinking water meets health 

standards. During the second half of 2010 we did not monitor or test for Lead and Copper, and 

therefore cannot be sure of the quality of your drinking water during that time. 

 

Sampling during the first half of 2010 showed lead and copper levels were below regulated lev-

els. 

 

City staff began sampling in 2011.   Samples and tests will be taken and reported  twice during 

2011, and once during 2012 and 2013.  We anticipate that sampling will return to normal fre-

quency after 2013. 

 

Infants and children who drink water containing lead in excess of the action level could experi-

ence delays in their physical or mental development. Children could show slight deficits in atten-

tion span and learning abilities. Adults who drink this water over many years could develop kid-

ney problems or high blood pressure. 

 

Copper is an essential nutrient, but some people who drink water containing copper in excess of 

the action level over a relatively short amount of time could experience gastrointestinal distress.  

Some people who drink water containing copper in excess of the action level over many years 

could suffer liver or kidney damage. People with Wilson’s Disease should consult their personal 

doctor. 

 

There is nothing you need to do at this time.  Samples from the first half of 2010 indicate that 

lead and copper were well below the action levels at that time.  Samples from the first half of 

2011 have not been reported as yet.  

 

Please share this information with all the other people who drink this water, especially those who 

may not have received this notice directly (for example, people in apartments, nursing homes, 

schools, and businesses). You can do this by posting this notice in a public place or distributing 

copies by hand or mail. 

 

If you have questions in regard to this notice, please contact  Jim Melvin, Water/Wastewater 

Manager, at: 

Gardner Public Works Department 

120 E. Main Street 

Gardner, KS 66030 

913-856-0917 

jmelvin@gardnerkansas.gov  

 

   


